Rt. Hon Theresa May, MP
Secretary of State for the Home Office,
2 Marsham St 
London 
SW1P 4DF


Dear Ms May

Re: Mr Ivo Kuka, Home Office reference K1680050

I am writing to you regarding the case of Ivo Kuka, a Cameroonian asylum seeker whose case is in the detained fast track system in Harmondsworth IRC.

Ivo was a member of the SCNC in Cameroon, which calls for independence for southern-speaking Cameroon. Despite its motto being ‘the force of argument, not the argument of force’, the SCNC has been declared an illegal party by Cameroon’s president, Paul Biya.  Ivo attended an SCNC demonstration and was subsequently arrested by the police. He was detained for five days, during which he was tortured (hung upside down, beaten on the soles of his feet, beaten in the face for which he received stitches) and sexually assaulted.

Ivo was finally released, but his occupation as a taxi van driver brought him further trouble. On 29 September 2011, he unwittingly carried a group of passengers who enroute changed into military uniforms and armed themselves with guns. These men were responsible for the ‘Bonaberi Bridge incident’ in Douala calling for the end of President Biya’s rule, in which they “stopped traffic for over 3 hours. The men began firing their weapons into the air, presumably to gain attention and to stop traffic from crossing the bridge. Units from the National Police, the Gendarmes, and the Rapid Intervention Battalion (known by its French acronym “BIR”) responded to the scene and restored order after exchanging gunshots with the protestors.” (https://www.osac.gov/Pages/ContentReportDetails.aspx?cid=12083)

An arrest warrant for Ivo was issued, and sent to the police officer responsible for the region. This police officer knew Ivo well: he used to be a frequent passenger in Ivo’s taxi service, but Ivo had been avoiding him after the police officer - in Ivo’s presence - took a bribe to turn a blind eye to a serious crime. Ivo had no doubt that this police officer would stop at nothing to see him arrested for something he had not done, solely to protect his own reputation and job.

Ivo is a victim of torture, and so should not be detained in the fast-track system. Despite telling the doctor in detention about the sexual abuse he endured, the doctor did not record this in his Rule 35 report. Ivo was told in his asylum interview he could submit further evidence. Ivo had arranged to have documentary evidence supporting his case sent across from Cameroon, but his asylum application was refused the day after his interview, giving him no time to submit the newly-arrived evidence. In detained fast track, you have only a few days to appeal a negative decision. Ivo’s lawyer told him she was working on the appeal, but with just hours to go until the appeal deadline, told him she was no longer representing him. At this point, there was no way Ivo could get alternative legal representation for his case. Ivo's currently lawyer is preparing a fresh claim for him, with very important evidence from reputable sources included, but needs time to do this.

Ivo is at great risk if returned to Cameroon, and has not been able to argue his case properly.  Please ensure that Ivo is treated with dignity, humanity and respect, and is released immediately from the detained fast-track system.  It is imperative that he is able to appeal his asylum decision.   This man in need of protection deserves justice.  


Yours sincerely,


