Rt. Hon Theresa May, MP
Secretary of State for the Home Office,
2 Marsham St 
London 
SW1P 4DF


Dear Ms May

Re: Mr Marius Nanje Betondi Home Office reference B1321530

I am writing to you because I am concerned for the safety of Marius Betondi.

Marius is a gay man from Cameroon who was beaten when he was discovered kissing his male partner.  Homosexuality is criminalised in Cameroon, and there is a penalty of a five-year prison sentence and a fine.  Gay people can face even worse than this if found out by community members or even their family – attacks, persecution and even death.

In November this year, the UN expressed concern over reports of people in Cameroon being harassed, intimidated, arrested and imprisoned because they were suspected of being lesbian or gay. (UN New Centre, 16 November, 2012, 'Cameroon: UN concerned over reports of arrests of suspected gay and lesbian people').

The experience of fleeing his country, being detained and an attempt at forcibly removing him have left Marius severely unwell.  He has recently been treated for TB, is losing weight, and is very depressed and anxious in detention.

Marius' asylum application has been refused and he has not been given the right to appeal. His fresh claim has been certified.  This is a man in need of protection from the UK government.

I urge you to use your powers to release Marius Betondi from detention and to allow his further evidence to be reconsidered.  He has been issued with removal directions for 18 January, and it is vital that these are deferred so he has the chance to access justice.


Yours sincerely,


